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heat. Two soldiers died of sunstroke. They stopped at Ceuta,
where they passed the night, and the following day, before
reaching Tetuan, they were forced to deploy for a skirmish
and open fire, because the enemy was attacking the posi-
tions of Rio Martin, which were asking urgently for help,
Soon the rebellion in the neighbourhood of Tetuan ex-
tended to the road leading to Ceuta and had spread to the
zone of Larache. The Raisuni, the lord of Beni-Ar6s, was
preaching a holy war and was stirring up the tribes.
Franco was right in the middle of this hornets' nest, in
command of his section of Regulars. In September the great
battle of Izarduy took place, where, in the opinion of Damaso
Berenguer, Franco's military temperament was revealed, in
conquering, with a skill that was a credit to his vocation as
a soldier, and with a vigour that was a reflection of his valour,
some heights which the enemy were defending with a
terrific determination. Franco earned his first promotion
by merits in war through this action. He was now a first
lieutenant.
And the months of wearisome, overwhelming war went
on, without any definite result. Sometimes treaties were
made with the Raisuni, but the occupation of territory and
attacks did not cease. At other times relations were broken
off completely, and open warfare was resumed.
The year 1915 was one of constant guerrilla fighting,
consisting of skirmishing at the water-holes, relieving the
positions, protecting the roads, and opening them when
they were closed by the incursions of the Moors.
In this dull, daily, chronic struggle, encamping among
cliffs, fighting with ice and snow and devilish heat, the
spirit of that slender, delicate-looking officer was tem-
pered, and his warrior's soul was forged. He was always
courageous and ever ready to perform the duties entrusted
to him, no matter how difficult and arduous they might be;